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Ramp Day...continued from Page 1A
local entrepreneurs were the 
ever-necessary bee traps for 
this time of year, fresh local 
honey, and all manner of arts 
and crafts.

The  Union  Coun ty 
Canning Plant, located right 
there at the Farmers Market, 
opened up for several cooking 
demonstrations, and Assistant 
Market Manager Kristy Peney 
said people really liked the 
cooking demos at the cannery.

By 10:30 a.m., the parking 
lots were almost overflowing, 
and hundreds of people made 
their way leisurely through the 
market, while at least a hundred 
more stood patiently in line for 

ramps and shish kabobs.
Though the lines were 

long, they moved fairly quickly, 
and Peney said the food samples 
lasted until about 1 p.m.

The regular season of the 
Union County Farmers Market 
will be starting on Saturday, 
June 2, and considering all 
the rain that’s fallen in North 
Georgia this year, farmers 
ought to be bringing in a 
bumper crop.

For more information on 
the Farmers Market, feel free to 
contact Kristy Peney or Market 
Manager Mickey Cummings 
at farmersmarket@uniongov.
com.

Photo by Lowell Nicholson 
Members of the Blue Ridge Mountain Cattlemen’s Association 
celebrated Beef Day right alongside Ramp Day at the market 
on Saturday, May 5.
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Quite the crowd turned out for Ramp Day at the Union County 
Farmers Market on Saturday, May 5.

8 p.m. that Thursday, when a 
deputy with the Fannin County 
Sheriff’s Office attempted to pull 
Hester over for a traffic violation 
on old U.S. 76 in Morganton, 
according to Blairsville Assistant 
Police Chief Michael Baxter.

“A chase ensued in Fannin 
County coming towards Union 
County,” said Baxter. “The 
vehicle was traveling at a high 
rate of speed and refused to stop 
for them.” 

It was just past sunset 
that evening, and when Hester 
cut the headlights of his ’91 
Honda Accord, Fannin County 
authorities decided to call off 
the chase in the interest of public 
safety, said Baxter.

“At that time, they did 
radio Union County to let them 
know that the vehicle was 
headed our way,” said Baxter. 
“On Blue Ridge Highway, the 
Union County Sheriff’s Office 

Chase...continued from Page 1A

observed the vehicle traveling 
at excessive rates of speed (98 
in a 55-mph zone).

“Due to safety reasons, 
they did not pursue the vehicle, 
but they notified us to tell us 
that it was traveling at a high 
rate of speed into the City of 
Blairsville.”

With enough notice from 
their brothers in blue, Blairsville 
Police were able to set up a 
roadblock with spike strips at the 
intersection of Blue Ridge Street 
and old Blue Ridge Highway, 
said Baxter.

“The vehicle drove around 
the spike trips that were laid in 
place by our units,” said Baxter. 
“It did go up into the Park & 
Ride area. He went in the wrong 
way of the Park & Ride, but 
thankfully, nobody was there.

“The individual went to 
the end of the Park & Ride and 
jumped the curb, damaging his 

vehicle, and into the intersection 
of Georgia 515 and US 129, and 
at that point continued to travel 
eastbound on 515.”

Hester ’s vehicle was 
damaged  in  the  pursu i t , 
including his front tires, which 
dramatically reduced his speed 
to between 30 and 40 mph as 
he made his way up 515, said 
Baxter.

“The individual was still 
trying to elude us, and at that 
point, the decision was made 
that we would make contact with 
the vehicle and stop the pursuit,” 
said Baxter.

Driving alongside Hester, 
Baxter made a PIT maneuver – 
Pursuit Intervention Technique 
– into the damaged vehicle, 
causing Hester’s car to spin 
to a stop, said Baxter, and the 
vehicle came to a rest near the 
main entrance of the United 
Community Bank on 515.

Another person was in 
the car with Hester, though that 
person was allowed to leave 
the scene at the conclusion of 
the investigation that Thursday, 
said Baxter.

“Thank the Lord nobody 
got hurt, because this individual 
appeared to be acting recklessly 
without regard to anybody’s 
safety, any of the motoring 
public, and he had to be stopped,” 
said Baxter.

Assistant Police Chief 
Baxter added that he was 
thankful for the cooperation of 
other law enforcement agencies 
that responded to the incident, 
including the Union County 
Sheriff’s Office, the Fannin 
County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Georgia State Patrol.

T h e  U n i o n  C o u n t y 
Sheriff’s Office has charged 
Hester with super speeder and 
driving without headlights, 
and Baxter said that the Fannin 
County Sheriff’s Office will be 
pursuing felony charges against 
him.

Hester’s bond conditions 
were not available at press 
time.
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In all, four different law enforcement agencies responded to the 
May 3 high-speed chase between Fannin and Union counties.
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coveringsi i i iest in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009
Text 40691 & enter Keyword: blinds

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

*Ask about our locals discount. 
Advance reservations required. 

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience 

Local & Regional

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

Macon Hill, Licensed Contractor
310-963-3463 • maconhill@gmail.com

New Construction, Additions, Remodel - FREE Estimates!

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large 

Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling, 
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

DIESEL MECHANIC  
WANTED

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR QUALIFIED DRIVERS TO MAKE 
GOOCH TRUCKING COMPANY, INC. THEIR NEW HOME.

We are currently hiring  full time diesel mechanic must have 
5 years experience to join join the Gooch  team. 

To apply, please contact Lori Prentice at 1-800-440-7144
 or go online  at  www.goochtrucking.com for online application. 706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
Grading

Bobcat, Excavator, Dump Truck, 
Dirt, Gravel, Septic Tank Repair 
& Install, Any & All Small Jobs

 Welcome! Also Firewood

5593 US Hwy 64W, Murphy, NC 28906

www.timberwoodmtn.com

Mountain Homes, Lands, 
and Investment Properties

Jim Story

Office: 828-837-0424
Cell: 352-299-0543
Res: 706-400-5723

jim@timberwoodmtn.com

Timberwood
Mountain Realty


